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What is Clearing? 

If you’re applying through Clearing, find out what to do and how to apply. 

Clearing is how universities and colleges fill any places they still have on their 

courses.  

From 6 July – 20 October, you can apply for a course using Clearing if you’re not 

already holding an offer from a university or college, and the course still has places. 

You can use Clearing if: 

• you’re applying after 30 June 

• you didn’t receive any offers (or none you wanted to accept) 

• you didn’t meet the conditions of your offers 

• you’ve declined your firm place using the ‘decline my place’ button in Track 

 

How do I apply using Clearing?  

1. Ask for advice 

Talk to a member of the college Careers team – they can talk you through alternative 



courses/subjects and what may be best for you. You can get in touch by emailing 

careers@cardinalnewman.ac.uk or sending a message through chat on the Careers 

Student Share Team. 

 

2. See what courses are available 

Use the UCAS search tool to find courses – it's the only official vacancy list, so it’s 

the most up-to-date. If you can't find the course you're looking for: 

o consider different subjects – you don't have to stick with your original idea. You could 

also look at joint honours courses, so you can study a mix of subjects 

o keep checking – unis update their course information regularly. You might not find 

the exact unis/colleges/courses you were looking for – some might be full, but some 

might get vacancies later on 

o check the course details – how is it structured each year? What modules make up 

each year? What are the entry requirements? 

 

3. Talk to any unis or colleges you're interested in 

Before you add a Clearing choice in Track, you need to call the uni and give them 

your Clearing number (you can find this in Track), and Personal ID, so they can look 

up your application. 

o Ask if they'd accept you – they might reconsider you (maybe for the same course) 

even if you applied to them earlier in the year. 

o Get informal offers over the phone – maybe from a variety of universities and 

colleges – then decide which one you want to accept. 

o Ask about accommodation options – is there any on-campus? 

o Take a look around the campus – if you have the time, it's the best way to see what 

a university/college is like – most will be happy to meet you and show you around. 

Alternatively, see if they have a virtual tour or a virtual open day. 

 

mailto:careers@cardinalnewman.ac.uk
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/open-days-and-events/virtual-tours
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/events/find/scheme/virtual-and-digital/type/open-day


4. Add your Clearing choice in Track 

Only add a Clearing choice once you have permission from the university or college. 

o Click 'Add Clearing choice' and fill in the course details by the date the 

university/college gave you on the phone. 

o This counts as you definitely accepting the offer, so if they confirm, it'll show as an 

acceptance on your 'Choices' page in Track.  

o You can only add one choice at a time, but if the university/college doesn't confirm 

your place, you'll be able to add another. 

 

If you haven't already applied, you first need to register and make an application. Contact 

the Careers team and they will support you with completing your application. Unlike applying 

before Clearing, you’ll only be able to add a choice after you’ve submitted your application. 

UCAS will send you a welcome email, with details of how to access Track, and your Clearing 

number. 

 

UCAS Conservatoires do not use Clearing to fill vacancies. If you're looking for a place at a 

conservatoire, please search for available courses in the UCAS search tool. You'll also need 

to check with the conservatoire if they're still accepting applications, before you apply.   

 

New for 2020 – Clearing Plus 

If you find yourself in Clearing this year, UCAS will personally match you to courses 

you may be interested in, using what they know about you from your application, and 

what universities and colleges are looking for in a student. 

If you’re unplaced or have started a new application, a button will appear in Track – 

‘My matches’. This will take you to your top 50 course matches. You’ll then be able 

to tell universities and colleges you’re ‘interested’ in their courses. If they still have 

vacancies and you meet their entry requirements, they may call you. Clicking on ‘I’m 

interested’ does not guarantee a call back or an offer of a place. 



Don’t worry, if you want to apply for something different you can still find courses 

available in Clearing using the search tool. 

 

Adjustment 

If you’ve met and exceeded conditions for your firm choice, you might be thinking 

about looking for an alternative course. 

You might be happy where you are, but with the Adjustment service, it's possible you could 

swap where you're studying. So if you're curious, take a look at what's available. 

Adjustment is available from A level results day (13 August 2020), until 31 

August. It's entirely optional, and a lot of competitive courses will be full – but other 

applicants might have missed their conditions or swapped a course too, so it could 

be worth seeing what's available. 

For more information about how to use Adjustment, check the UCAS website - 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/results/ucas-adjustment-if-youve-

done-better-expected 

Remember that the Careers team at college are available to support you if you need 

information, advice and guidance with your individual circumstances. 

 

Looking after your wellbeing 

Clearing and Results Day can be an uncertain time for many students, however you 

do not have to deal with this alone. Speak to family and gain support from the 

college community. The Careers team, Achievement Tutors, teachers and senior 

college staff are all here to support you through the process of Clearing and 

beyond. 

Each year we help many students to decide on their next steps, whether this may be 

gaining a Clearing place, taking a Gap Year and reapplying (with our support) for the 

following year, or going into an apprenticeship or employment. 

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/results/ucas-adjustment-if-youve-done-better-expected
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/results/ucas-adjustment-if-youve-done-better-expected


The Charlie Waller Memorial Trust has some practical advice and tips to manage 

anxiety and stress - https://www.cwmt.org.uk/clearing 

 

 

Useful Links 

UCAS – What is Clearing? A clear guide including some FAQs 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing 

 

UCAS – Results, Confirmation and Clearing 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-clearing 

 

Microsoft Teams – Careers Student Share 

Many useful resources and Chat with one of our friendly Careers Advisers: 

Faye Mawdesley 

Jenny Smith 

Angela Turner 
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