
 
 

A-Level Modern History 
 

To help you to prepare for your Ancient History A Level I have including a list of some books which it 
would be useful to look at. 

I will give a brief explanation of the books that will be the most useful to you and those that will 
provide a good overview of the period.        

• The Histories (Penguin Classics) Paperback – 1 Jan 2003 by Herodotus  (Author), John M. 
Marincola (Introduction), Aubrey de Sélincourt (Translator). ISBN number: 

This book is a prescribed source for the course and will be very useful to you to have a copy before 
beginning college in September. Please ensure you get this particular copy as there are many older 
editions which contain different translations. 

It is very useful of understanding the Perisan Wars fought between the Greeks and the Persians in 
the years 492-479  BC        

• The History of the Peloponnesian War (Classics) Paperback – 31 Dec 2000 by Thucydides  
(Author), M. I. Finley (Introduction), Rex Warner (Translator). ISBN number: 9780140440393. 

This book is a prescribed source for the course and will be very useful to you to have a copy before 
beginning college in September. Please ensure you get this particular copy as there are many older 
editions which contain different translations. 

 It is very useful for understanding the Great Peloponnesian War fought between Athens and Sparta 
in the years 431-404 BC – this book includes the 50 year gap between the Persian Wars and the 
GPW.     

The OCR Greek Textbook available for the course is: 

• OCR Ancient History AS and A Level Component 1: Greece 1st Edition, Kindle Edition but it is 
quite expensive to buy and may be available online free during the current crisis. 

PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO EXPECTATION THAT STUDENTS WILL HAVE READ/BOUGHT COPIES OF 
THESE BOOKS BEFORE SEPTEMBER – I TEACH THE COURSE USING MY OWN BOOKLETS THAT 
CONTAIN ALL THE PRESCRIBED SOURCES AND CONTENT THE STUDENTS NEED FOR THE COURSE. 

However of course if you have familiarised themselves with esp. Thucydides and Herodotus that 
would be very beneficial for the start of the course.  


