
student guide
to progression
what next after completing 
a foundation degree?

A Foundation Degree is a nationally recognised 
qualification forming the first two years of a BA 
Degree. Students have five years after graduating 
in which to Top-Up to the full degree. 

If you choose to continue studying after graduating 
from the Foundation Degree and you would prefer to 
stay at Cardinal Newman College you can progress 
onto:

• BA (Hons) Working with Children in Early Years 
and Education Top-Up

This work-based Level 6, Top-Up which is fully 
funded through SLC is delivered over 33 weeks, 
term time only on Wednesdays. Students are able to 
work or volunteer alongside which is an attractive 
option for many people. 

Our Top-Up is designed for people who are working 
with children in an educational and / or social context 
which helps support a range of future employment 
opportunities including progression onto a PGCE.   

As Cardinal Newman College is a partner institution 
of Middlesex University our students can progress 
onto one of their Top Ups:

• BA in Educational Studies, Early Childhood 
Studies

• BA in Professional Practice (is work based so 
can be completed using a distance learning 
approach)

Alternatively, you may choose a Top-Up at one of 
our local HE Institutions such as: 

• Children, Schools and Families, BA (Hons) Top-
Up, University of Central Lancashire

As Foundation Degree graduates have five years 
in which to Top-Up, you may prefer to use your 
success of higher level study to further your career. 

Many of our graduates have secured new jobs with 
increased responsibility or specialism or promotions 
in their existing workplaces.

Our HE teachers are only too willing to provide 
students with references to support their applications 
and guidance with application processes and 
interview preparation if required. 



careers 
help & guidance

Careers advice is an important element of our HE teaching and learning strategies and integral to 
the support we offer to our higher education students. 

College’s Careers Department is open every day and has a wealth of information available to our 
students. Our careers advisors also come into our HE classes to speak to students at critical times 
during the year to offer help and advice.   

If you would like specific information, advice and guidance from our careers advisors you can call in 
to their office or email careers@cardinalnewman.ac.uk. 

A wealth of progression and career information 
and guidance is also available online, which may 
help you to make an informed decision about your 
progression. 

www.prospects.ac.uk
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk
www.targetjobs.co.uk
www.milkround.com
www.graduate.monster.co.uk

Local Higher Education Institutions

www.cumbria.ac.uk The University of Cumbria

www.uclan.ac.uk University of Central Lancashire

www.edgehill.ac.uk Edge Hill University

testimonials

“During my time at Newman, I have gained invaluable knowledge that has allowed 
me to develop as a practitioner. The Foundation Degree at Newman is truly amazing 
as each of the modules incorporates a variety of theorists and different teaching 
styles to make you into a well-rounded person. After graduation, I continued within 
my current employment, as I wanted to fully integrate everything that I had been 
taught resulting in a boost of confidence in my job role. I have chosen to continue my 
studies with the BA Top-Up at Newman because I am familiar with the teachers and 
their expectations (which are high) however, this is matched with how supportive 
they are, and it also allows me to continue to work.”

brad-leigh corlett

Lauren cowell
“During my final few months as a HE student at Cardinal Newman College, I 
completed the Bridge to QTS course at the University of Cumbria. This allowed me 
to go straight onto the final year of their Primary Education with QTS course. This 
past year has absolutely flown by and I have learnt so much. I completed my final 
placement in a year 3/4 class and graduated as a qualified teacher in July. I cannot 
express how much becoming a qualified teacher means to me. I accepted my first 
teaching job in a Specialist School in April this year and have just completed my 
first few weeks with my new class. After years of working as a Teaching Assistant, 
I can finally teach my own class and this feels amazing! I am very excited to see 
what my future holds as a Special Educational Needs Teacher.”


