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What Will You Study?

In the first year, you will cover 
two units - Research Methods 
and Psychological Themes 
through Core Studies.

Research Methods looks 
at planning and conducting 
research, using self-reports, 
experiments,observations and 
correlations. It will also focus on 
data analysis and report writing.

Psychological Themes through 
Core Studies looks at key pieces 
of research linked to the main 
approaches within Psychology. 
These will relate to different 
topic areas: Social Psychology, 
which focuses on obedience 
and responses to authority; 
Cognitive Psychology, which 
looks at memory; Developmental 
Psychology, which is concerned 
with environmental influences 
on children’s behaviour; and 
Individual Differences, which 
focuses on understanding 
disorders.

In your second year you will 
also study three different 
applied areas of Psychology. 
These will include Issues in 
Mental Health, where you 
will examine the history of 
mental illness and look at 
the causes and treatments 
of different disorders, and 
Criminal Psychology, which 
investigates the causes of 
criminal behaviour, crime  
scene evidence, courtroom 
behaviour and crime 
prevention. Then you will 
study either Environmental 
Psychology, Child Psychology 
or Sport Psychology.

What Next?

A Level Psychology lets you 
study it at university and you 
will have the opportunity to 
specialise in one of the many 
applied areas of Psychology. 
Further training would  
enable students to become 
an accredited Psychologist. 
Psychology will also enable 

Psychology is the scientific study of the 
human mind and behaviour. If you are 
interested in learning about different types 
of behaviour and the explanations for these 
behaviours then Psychology may be for you!
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ENTRY CRITERIA: At least two Bs and three Cs at GCSE, including at least a grade C (5) in 
GCSE Maths, GCSE English and a grade C in GCSE Science.

"the broad choice 
of a levels available 
to study was the 
main reason i was 
attracted to newman. 
i’ve got to try new 
subjects and meet 
amazing new people. 
After I have finished 
my a levels i am hoping 
to join the royal air 
force.”

Scott Hofsetter 
Garstang Academy

you to pursue many other 
degree courses, for example, 
law, medicine and caring 
professions, human resources, 
teaching & marketing.


