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WHAT WILL YOU STUDY?

Philosophy literally means 
‘the love of wisdom’. In the 
A Level course you will be 
studying a few of the main 
areas of Philosophy. You will 
cover the issues of perception, 
knowledge, scepticism 
(reasons for doubting our 
knowledge and perceptions), 
ultimate concepts, the 
existence of God and 
language and meaning. You 
will also be introduced to the 
world’s greatest philosophers 
such as Hume, Descartes, 
Plato and Locke and explore 
their ideas in relation to these 
topics.

The subjects we cover lend 
themselves to fascinating 
discussions and you will be 
encouraged to participate in 
debates around the topics 
covered. Philosophy A Level will 
develop your evaluative skills 
through debate of the great 
issues in Philosophy. 

WHAT NEXT?

You can use Philosophy to enter a 
broad range of degree courses in 
Higher Education. These include 
Philosophy, History, Sociology, 
Religious Studies, Law, Politics 
and Mathematics. Combined 
degrees linking Philosophy with 
other subjects are also very 
popular. Studies in Philosophy 
have lead students into careers 
in teaching, publishing, welfare 
services, the church, politics, civil 
services and management.

At Cardinal Newman we will encourage you 
to examine your own beliefs, values and 
ideas while exploring some of life’s ultimate 
questions
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In the last three 
years, six of 
our philosophy 
students have 
gone on to 
study degrees at 
either Oxford or 
Cambridge.

ENTRY CRITERIA: At least two Bs and three Cs at GCSE, including at least a grade B (6) in both GCSE 

English Language and GCSE Maths

“I felt that coming 
to Newman 
would be a big 
step up from 
high school but 
Newman has made 
the transition 
much easier. You 
have a lot more 
independence 
when you come 
to College but 
the teachers are 
really supportive 
and welcoming. 
They will help you 
whenever you need 
it, but also push 
you to achieve 
your best. Newman 
has changed my 
life!”

Isabella Raven 
Broughton

Oxbridge 
Success


