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WHAT WILL YOU STUDY? 

You will study texts across all three 
literary genres; poetry, prose and 
drama. We will begin with the 
study of modern poetry (Duffy’s 
Mean Time and Philip Larkin’s The 
Whitsun Weddings) and then move 
onto drama (Williams’ A Streetcar 
Named Desire and John Webster’s 
(The Duchess of Malfi). 

These texts will form the assessed 
texts for two of the exams at the 
end of the second year. You will 
also complete an extended essay 
on two prose texts for coursework 
chosen from a prescribed list, which 
includes Wide Sargasso Sea by 
Jean Rhys or Bronte’s classic Jane 
Eyre and a post-2000 novel. 

In your second year, you will study 
Chaucer’s The Merchant’s Tale 
and Shakespeare’s The Tempest, 
in preparation for the poetry 
and drama exams. You will also 
undertake an exam on unseen 
poetry and prose. Much of the 

You will analyse texts aesthetically, 
stylistically and politically as we look at 
their impact and beauty, their mastery of the 
English language and the importance of 
their meanings in contributing to the 
experience of what it means to be human.
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“I WAS IMPRESSED BY 
NEWMAN’S FACILITIES 
AND FRIENDLY 
ATMOSPHERE. THEIR 
REPUTATION AS A 
BRILLIANT COLLEGE 
ALSO HELPED ME 
DECIDE THAT NEWMAN 
WAS THE RIGHT 
COLLEGE FOR ME. AFTER 
NEWMAN, I HOPE TO 
STUDY AT A RUSSELL 
GROUP UNIVERSITY.”

Matthew Holden 

Holy Cross

exam work is closed book, so a 
love of reading and an independent 
approach to study is a must for this 
subject.

WHAT NEXT? 

Popular degree courses chosen 
by past students have included 
English Literature, Linguistics, 
Creative Writing and Drama at top 
universities, such as Lancaster, 
Oxford, Durham, Edinburgh, 
Bristol and York. Students who 
have studied English Literature at 
A Level have gone onto a broad 
range of careers, including teaching, 
journalism and marketing to name 
a few! We even have some past 
students training with us within 
the department to become English 
teachers.

ENTRY CRITERIA:  At least two Bs and three Cs at GCSE, including at least a grade B (6) and grade C 
(5) in GCSE English Language and English Literature.


